you knew what you were doing. The countryside is all parcelled out,
hedged and cultivated like a garden flower-bed. Even the Lake District
seems artificially cultivated. So many square miles of mountain set aside
to look barren and picturesque like a backcloth at the opera. It's never
very hot or very cold in England, but it rains almost all the time* People
live in old-fashioned houses and burn coal in open grates, and no one gets
excited about anything except Test Matches."

" London's the place/* said Boris.   " It's everything.   It's a sprawling

old giant, dirty and coniused, but full of wisdom. English people don't like
to flaunt their wealth the way our nobility used to. It's a difference of
temperament In the West End of London you see old gentlemen at the
bow-wmdows of their dubs looking as if they had been there for centuries,
as iodccd they have. Musk is not important in England. Literature is
important. Painting takes the form of periodic sensations in the daily press.
Sport holds t&e first place* A Cup Tie or Darby Day will automatically
pwh any political news from the front page* I love fleet Street, but it's
the industrial districts of Britain that are most interesting* Lancashire,
die Black Country and South Wales, especially South Wales. Wonderfel